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We hopz you all had a Low[y, rzsgcut Christmas break. It has heen so nice
/w,artng the children share their stories ahout the slo,ecLaL times tiw,y had with
their families over the hoii,d,ay.

This term is ful[ of exciting opportunities for Lea,m'mg and, exlalomtwn. Jc oy
Class will he hza,dmg to- the Maritime Museum to enrich their understandmg of
our local thtmy and maritime hzrttage, while Trust Class will take part in the
wvndchu[ experience of raising chicks, tea,cth.g them ahout reslaonsLbLLLty, L'Lfe
cyctes, and nature.
ALongsLdQ these thhLLghts, we have many more activities and trips Ialarmzd tor
engage and inspire the children. Further information and, u,adates will he
shared via your Gateway Alala, so Ia&ase check req uLa,riy to- stay Lnfarmed.
We're Lov/ang forward to-a fun, IaroductLve, and bu,sy term ahead with lots of

Q,xthLng moments to share!

L ELCOM- BALK!
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Please find below, a letter that was sent out about attendance in September 2024 If you

have any q,uestions, please let us know.

107 January 2025
Diear Parents and Carers,

| hope this letter finds you well. We wanted to share some important information regarding changes to the law around
school attendance and how they might affect you and your child.

At 5t Mary's, we understand that there are times when children need to miss school, such as when they are unwell.
However, the government has strict guidelines that discourage absences unless there are exceptional circumstances. If
you need to request time off for your child, please make sure to fill out the ‘Leave of Absence Exceptional Circumstances’
form and submit it to the Headteacher for approval.

If your child has an unauthorised absence from schoaol, it's important to be aware that this could be considered an
offence under the Education Act 1996. In such cases, we may need to ask Cornwall Councdil to issue a Penalty Notice.
This fine is £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid between 21 and 28 days. The fine is per parent, per child.

If unauthorised absences happen again within a 3-year period, further Penalty Notices may be issued, this time with a
fine of £160, again per parent and per child. There's a limit of two fines per parent within this three-year period. After
this, mare serious steps, such as a parenting order or legal prosecution, may be considered.

Flease remember that if a Penalty Motice isn't paid, legal action might be taken, and this could result in a fine of up to
£2,500. Cornwall Council may also seek to recover the legal costs of pursuing the matter. In extreme cases, it's even
possible for a custodial sentence to be imposed.

The funds raised from fines are used only to cover the costs of running the system and to help provide attendance
support, with any surplus being returned to the government. The school does not receive any funds.

The term ‘parent’ is defined broadly under the Education Act 1996 and includes not only natural parents but also anyone
who has parental responsibility or whao is caring for the child.

We understand that school attendance can sometimes be difficult, and we're here to support you. If you have amy
guestions, concerns, or would like some guidance on helping your child attend school regularly, please don't hesitate
to get in touch. We are committed to working with you to ensure your child gets the most out of their time at 5t. Mary's
and reaches their full potential.

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,

{Sixensinn

Mrs. Stevenson
Headteacher




Mieer Senoel Clus

We are excited to let you know that after-schoal clubs will begln on

Manday 13th J'anuary. If any clubs are still visible on your Gateway

A/D/D' it means there are spaces available! Be sure to take a look

and grab a spot before they're all filled.
Clubs running from next week are:
Monday:
Y3, Y&, 75, Y6 Drawing Club with Miss Shelton
YR, M1, Y2 Playground Games with Mr Pritchard
Y, 75, Y6 Cooking Club with Miss Vowles
Tuesday:
YR, M1, Y2 Gymnastics with DT Coaching

Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 Cadlng Club with Mrs Sloencer (Lunch times cmly)

Wednesday:
YR, N, Y2 Cartoon Club with Mrs Insa-James
Y, 75, Y6 Running Club with Mrs Whaley and Mr Senior
Y3, Y&, 75, Y6 Netball Club with Miss Rundle and Mrs Pill
Thursday:
73, Y&, Y6, Y6 Basketball Club with DT Coaching

Don't miss out on these fantastlc ololoortunlttes./




EXCEUtIVEIRUNE O

Executive functLonLn,g skills are essential for /uaLIaLn,g children stay o-rga,m;sed,, manage their time, focus, and sotlve pro‘blems.
These important life skills dp,vv,top gm,d,ually, and with a little support at home, children can grow- more confident and
Lndzpmdznt.
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One of the hest ways to build these skills is through, play and Qveryday routines. Here are some Iaracthcd ways to h,elp your
child strzn,gth;m their executive fu,rLctLonLng skills in a safe and supportive environment:

1. En.cawuge Tum-Ta./ang and Pta,ymg Games

Games that invoilve tum—tak’mg, shartng, and foﬂowm,g rules are excellent for tQaLthg patience, self -controt, and how- to-
handle winning and Lo*sLng. Board games, card, games, and even SUTLP,[J?, Ialaygrourui games allow children to- manage

emotions in a Lcrw*—,omssuna setting while having fun.
2. Teach Emotional Control 77um1.gh, PLa,y

Supfw'nf your child in recognising and managing their emotion.s b’H encouraging them to pause, take dmp breaths, and
express their feeLLngs ca,LmLy. Roie—,a[aymg games and story tzLLLng can hz[p children prtom emotions in a safe space.

3. Let Them Help Plan

Involve your child in ,aLo,rw,Lng farndy activities, ma,/c(,ng shopla'mg lists, or preparing fora trip. This gives them a chance to
practice tth,/an,g ahead and pmﬁ&m-so{vmg while fez[Lng included and valued.

L. Stick to Routines

A consistent routine for meals, homework, and bhedtime /wlps children feel secure and understand what to- expect. Visual
checklists and calendars can make routines easier to foﬂow and encourage Lndzp,endznce.

5. Sta,y Orgcuused, Toyetfwr

HQLp your child create O'rgaru;sed, spaces for their bzlcmgmgs. Lahkelled bins, a tLd,H homework station, or a famLLy calendar
f(rr upcoming events can teach reslo,onstbx;uty and time m.anagemnt‘

6. Set Small, Achievable Gouls

Work with your child to set sLm,p,lz goals, like camp[zttng a puzzLQ or tLd,HULg their room, and celebrate their progress. This
builds ccmf(,d,ence and teaches Io,erststan,oe.

7. Talk Wungh Cha.tlmges

Model Iaroblzm—soivmg by thm/cm.g out loud and brw/cmg tasks into smaller steps. This hz[ps your child learn how- tor
o,lafmm,ch ch,aLLenges calmly and tfwugh{,fuuy.

8. Limit Distractions

Provide a quiet, clutter-free space for homework or rzadtn,g. Reduang screen time durtng focused activities can /ualp children

concentrate and stay on task.

BH fcrcus‘mg on tu,m-to,/c'mg, S/w,r‘mg, and emotional nzgulatum throu,gh, IaLa,y and d,o,LLy routines, you can h,eLIa your child
dzvelop, important life skills in a supportive and fun way.
If Hw’d like more tins or resources, please don't hesitate to reach cutswe're always here to help!




Sullcling Execuiive FUnction
rhreugih Music

This term, Sunrise Class has been developmg more thanjust their musical talents, they have also been

strengthemng their executivefuncttonmg skills!

Durmg music lessons, the children have been follawmg instructions carefully, staymg in their asstgned roles,
and /eeelomg up with the actions that accompany each song. As the SOngs progress, they are introduced to

more actions, challengmg them to remember and pelform the correct sequence.

These activities are a Wondelful way for Sunrise Class to build important executlvefunctéanmg skills, such

as:

Working Memory: Remembering and recalling the sequence of actions throughout the song.

Attention and Focus: Staying engaged and attentive to follow instructions and maintain rhythm.
Self-Control: Managing impulses to stay in role and perform actions at the right time.

Task Initiation and Persistence: Starting new actions confidently and continuing through the entire routine.

Music has provided Sunrise Class with a fun and creative way to strengthen these essential lL‘fe skills,

supporting their learru‘ng and development across all areas. Well done, Sunrise Class!
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Follawing the great success of our Christmas jumper rail, we're excited to put

the rail and the generously donated hangers to goad use by creatmg a School

Umfarm Rail!

This rail will now be a Ioermanentﬁxture in the mamfayer, oﬁering a space
where Ioarents can donate and take any school uniform items as needed. It's
a 9reat way to recycle gently used ungcorms and suploort one another within

our school commumty.

/f you have any outgrown or unused uniform pieces in goad condition, ,olease
feelfree to drop them off. Likewise, if your child needs somethmg, yau're

welcome to browse and take what you need.

Thank you for hellomg us make this a helloful resource for all families!
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onster Walers:

This week, Frtendshllo Class took on the role of detectives to solve a
mysterwus crime in Forest School! The scene was left in chaos, with

footlormts,feathers, and Iolenty of clues scattered around.
As part of their "/nfagraphlcs" topic, the children were challenged to decide

who might have ransacked the area. They deslgned their own Lmaglnatlve
monsters and braught them to léfo, by labellmg their creations, giving them
unigue names, and imagining their habétats,favour(te activities, diets, and

much more!

The creativity and enthusiasm on dls,olay were incredible. Well done,
Friendshélo Class,for using your émagmatton and detective skills to solve the

case!




Keacing Eges

We are thrilled to share some excltmg changes to our school’s readlng

provision that will hel,o inspire a lifo,long love of readtng in our children.

After carefully reviewing the impact of Readmg Eggs, we have decided to
end our subscription on luesday Ihth January 2025. While Reading £ggs has
been a valuable tool, we are now focusing on enhancing our Key Stage T and
Key Stage 2 libraries with a wide range of new and engaging books. This
investment will give our children even more opportunities to explore different

genres, sloar/e their Lmagmatians, and de\f@,la’o a lavefar readlng.

o make sure we select books that truly excite and challenge our Ioulolls, we
would love to hearfrom you/ /f you have any book suggest(ons or author
recommendations that you think our children would enjoy, please email your

ideas to parents@st -marys ~truro.cornwall.sch. uk.

We also encouragefamllles to continue sulo,oartmg readmg at home by setting
aside timo,far datly reading. Whether it's sharmg a bedtime story or
encouraging mdependent readmg, these moments can make a b(g dgfference

in develolomg readmg conf(dence and ery’oyment.

Thank you far your continued suloloort as we work together toc make readmg
an QXC[tmg and Qnrlchmg Ioart of every child’s leammg journey. We can't

wait to see our libraries grow and our children’s love of readmg ﬂour(sh!

Readlng




Pupil Achieverent

A huge well done to Isla, Lacie, and everyone who took part
in the Cornwall Dance School Christmas Show! We are very
proud of their hard work and dedication as they performed
in a wonderful adalotatlcm of the famous Christmas classic,

"The Nutcracker.” Well done, glrlsl




Tuesday 2Ist January 2025

friday 7th february 2025

Monday 17th - Friday 2Ist February 2025
Tuesday Tlth March 2025

Tuesday 1Tth March 2025

Tuesday st April 2025

Monday 7th - Thursday 17th April 2025
friday 18th April 2025

Monday 21st April 2025

Monday 5th May 2025

Wednesday Thth May 2025

Monday 26th May 2025

Tuesday 27th May - friday 30th May 2025
Tuesday 10th June 2025

Wednesday Tith June 2025

Thursday 26th June 2025

Tuesday 8th July 2025

Tuesday 15th July 2025

Wednesday 23rd July 2025

Thursday 24th July 2025
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Dates

Parent Group - 2pm

NSPCC Numbers Day

Half Term

Year 1 Trip to Royal Cornwall Museum
Parent Group - 2pm

Easter Service at Kenwyn Church - 1.k5pm
Easter Break

Good friday Bank Holiday

Easter Monday Bank Holiday

May Bank Holiday

Year 3 Trip to Royal Cornwall Museum
Spring Bank Holiday

Half Term

Parent Group - Zpm

Year 3 Trip to Heligan Gardens

Year 5 & 6 Surf Day

Year 2 Irip to Woodland Valley farm
Year & Trip to Geevor Tin Mine

Inset Day

Summer Break Beglns

Please note that the above dates may be sul?ject to change, however, we will always endeavour to

give loare,nts and carers as much notice as passible, of any change,s.




Uirre Moy CommmmIRy Panty

Truro N ursery has recently

foodbi
Take what
you need.

gggmg';ga\v( JEARER in their cloakroom, stocked

set up a comm,un,i,ty Io,cmtry

you can!

with a variety of non-

B toiletries. The aim of this
pantry is to- support families
in need within the local
community, and thzy would
‘ love for as many people as

N I possible tobenefit from this

' resource.
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If you or someone you know-
could make use of the
pantry, please feel free to-
visit and help yourself. The
nursery is committed to Iamw;dmg support to- those who
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need. it most, and slarzadmg the word is /czy to rea,chi,ng

as many fa,mi,[i,es as Iao*ssi,b,lz.




